Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 VIENTI 02602 030320Z 

13 

ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 EA-07 NEA-10 ISO-OO CAB-02 CIAE-00 

COME-OO DODE-OO DOTE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 CIEP-01 FAA-00 

SS-15 /062W 

070552 

R 030250Z NOV 76 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7253 
INFO AMEMBASSN BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USLO PEKING 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
CINCPAC 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE VIENTIANE 2602 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR PFOR FR VN 

SUBJECT: FRENCH VISIT HANOI TO NEGOTIATE FRENCH FLIGHTS THERE 

1 . FRENCH EMBASSY COUNSELOR LAMBERT TOLD EMBOFF NOVEMBER 2 
THAT FRENCH DELEGATION HAD TRANSITED VIENTIANE TO GO TO HANOI 
SAME DAY TO DISCUSS OPENING OF FRENCH FLIGHTS TO HANOI VIA 
BANGKOK OR NEW DELHI. DELEGATION WAS LED BY PHILIPPE CUVILLIER FROM 
FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTRY ECONOMIC OFFICE AND INCLUDED AIR FRANCE 
REPRESENTATIVES. 

LAMBERT SAID THAT FRENCH HAD BEEN TRYING FOR SOME TIME TO 
NEGOTIATE WITH VIETNAMESE ON FRENCH FLIGHTS TO HANOI. HE 
ADDED THAT CUVILLIER PLANNED LEAVE HANOI VIA PRC. 

2. AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE NOVEMBER 1 REPORTED THAT CUVILLIER WAS 
MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY AND THAT DELEGATION INCLUDED REPRE- 
SENTATIVES OF BOTH AIR FRANCE AND UNION DES TRANSPORTS AERIENS. 
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3. COMMENT: IF FRENCH GET RIGHTS TO FLY TO HANOI, THEY MAY 
WELL PLAN GO ON FROM THERE TO HONG KONG (OR POSSIBLY PEKING), 

THUS BYPASSING PROBLEM OF OBTAINING RIGHTS FOR OVERFLIGHTS OF INDO- 
CHINA ON DIRECT BANGKOK-HONG KONG ROUTE RESULTING FROM IMPASSE IN 
NEGOTIATIONS BY THAI WITH SRV AND LAOS. 

CORCORAN 
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